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The Midnight Library

Week 6: Chapters “Fish Tank” to “The Successful Life”

Please highlight or take note of any passages from the reading that you would like to discuss next week. We will be discussing the following questions at our next meeting!

1. While she was an amazing competitive swimmer, Nora quit swimming for many reasons: she was shy, it was an exhausting sport, and she didn’t like being seen. This was not an easy decision for her, but it needed to be done because swimming became too much. Can you think of a time when you gave up something you loved or were very good at? Why did you do that?



2. In her TED talk, Nora says:
“People with stamina aren’t made any differently to anyone else. The only difference is they have a clear goal in mind, and a determination to get there. Stamina is essential to stay focused in a life filled with distraction.” (pg. 93)
Do you agree or disagree with Nora? When those clear goals seem hard to reach, how do you keep going when it gets really tough? What motivates you? What tools or coping methods did you use to keep you from quitting? Give examples.

3. Mrs. Elm says, “You keep your eye on the queen, and the knights, and the bishop, because they are the sneaky ones. But it’s the rook that often gets you. The straightforward is never quite what it seems.” What does this mean?  Has there ever been a time where you felt underestimated? Did that make you work harder or back down?

4. As Nora gets ready for her TED talk, she looks into her suitcase and felt profound loneliness emanating from it. Why? Can you think back to a time where you felt a profound loneliness like this? How did you handle it?  Do you have advice for others who might feel lonely? 
