1. Mark says he thinks he can make water from the chemicals that he has.  He also says though how dangerous it can be to make.  He says that it could result in a fire (page 29).  If you thought you knew how to create something so important, such as water, would you take the risk? Why or why not?









2.  After Mark’s hard work to make water, he almost dies when there is an explosion.  Do you agree with him continuing to try to add to his water supply and burning hydrogen (page 48).  Have you ever tried to do something and it went wrong?  If so, did you try again doing it a different way?









3. Venkat asks Teddy to allow him on another mission to Mars to see the remains of Ares 3. Teddy is hesitant and states how Mark’s body will be visible.  He also doesn’t want it to become a PR problem (page 50-51).  Do you agree with Teddy in that the media can become problematic?  Can you think of a time when the news reported on something and it was problematic?



4. Do you agree that the NASA administration not tell the people on Ares 3 that Mark is still alive (page 57)?  
Has anyone ever held information from you because they did not want it to upset you?


5.  Teddy questions what Mark must feel like thinking that everyone gave up on him and he is all alone in Mars (page 63).  Do you think this is having an effect on Mark’s emotional state or do you think he is strong enough and trying to survive?
 What do you think he will do if he finds out people know he is alive?



1. Mark knows trying to make water is dangerous but is going to try anyways.  Do you agree with him trying even though it is very dangerous?

Strongly Disagree                                                                                                 Strongly Agree
        1                2                3          4          5           6           7          8          9              10

2. What happens when Mark tries to make water (page 43-44, and page 48)
a. Nothing
b. He was thrown outside of the Hab
c. He dies
d. An explosion


3. Why is Teddy hesitant to send Venkat on another mission and for him to get imagery of the scene? (page 50-51)
a. He doesn’t have a camera
b. He doesn’t trust him
c. Potential PR problem
d. Mars is too hot

4. Why doesn’t administration want to tell the people on Ares 3 that Mark is still alive? (page 57)
a. They already know he is alive
b. Administration think they’d be upset if they found out they left him
c. They wouldn’t care
d. Administration wants them to think he is dead

5. Do you think Mark’s emotional state, thinking that people gave up on him, is impacted (ex. He’s sad, frustrated)?

I completely disagree                                                                                      I completely agree
                1           2        3       4             5             6             7          8           9           10                              
