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Hatchet by Gary Paulson
Chapters 1-4
Worksheet A
Please highlight or make note of any interesting or confusing passages you notice in your reading. If there is anything you would like to make note of for discussion there is space provided at the bottom. The following questions will be used as a guideline for discussion in our next meeting.


1. Hatchet is about survival. Please name at least one thing you think belongs in a survival kit and explain why these things are important. Items can be purely survival, sentimental, or mixed. 




2. Brian is on a plane thinking about his parents’ divorce. As he is thinking about the legal process he mentions how he dislikes lawyers and judges “who sat there with their comfortable smiles and tried to explain to him in legal terms how all that he lived in was coming apart” (pg 2). Have you ever had a big transition in your life? How did you prepare yourself for the change? Did the people in your life try to relate to your transition? If so, how?



3. When Brian’s mother asks if they can talk he thinks about “The Secret,” and he shakes his head no. When his mother asks him to try on the hatchet she got for him as a present he does it for her (pg 7). Why is he feeling conflicted about talking? Have you ever felt conflicted about communicating to someone in your life? What did you do?




4. Brian is alone when the pilot has his heart attack. At first he panics, but then he begins to use rational thought to land the plane in a lake. Because of this process he is able to make it to the lake shore alive at the end of this section. Have you ever had emotional versus rational reactions to events in your life? How did you respond? Is there anything you would change about your reaction?



[bookmark: _gjdgxs]

Notes/Comments:
